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Growth Management Population Projection Tracking Report
Office of Financial Management, Forecasting Division

July 2006

In January 2002 the Office of  Financial Management (OFM) released a new 
series of county population projections for the Growth Management Act 
(GMA).  This projection series started with the Census 2000 tabulations as a 
base and used actual growth trends through the 1990s and prior historical 
periods to develop county growth expectations.

This tracking report shows how annual county population estimates for 2001 
through 2006 compare with the GMA projections through 2006.  Since the 
series only produced growth expectation by five-year intervals, annual 
population change through 2010 for this report was developed by linear 
interpolation.

The following table shows OFM’s April 1, 2006 population estimate for each 
county compared to the intermediate GMA population projection.  The 
general findings are summarized below.

•Thirty percent of the counties are tracking closely, within 1.5 percent, 
of their intermediate projection.  This includes large counties like 
Clark, Spokane and Whatcom—and small counties like Lincoln, San 
Juan, and Wahkiakum.
•Fifty-six percent of the counties in 2006 are tracking below their 
intermediate projection series compared to fifty-four percent in 2005.  
This growth, or upward trend, largely reflects higher migration gains 
due to Washington’s improved economy. 

The graphs that follow show the specific tracking status for each county.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Theresa Lowe at 360.902.0588.

This tracking document is also on the OFM web page at:

www.ofm.wa.gov/pop/gma/gmatracking.pdf
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Comparison of Office of Financial Management Growth Management 
Population Projections with 2006 Population Estimates.

Totals may not add due to rounding.
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Tracking the 2002 GMA Projections 
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Benton County
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Tracking the 2002 GMA Projections
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Clallam County
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Columbia County
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Cowlitz County
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Douglas County
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Franklin County
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Grant County
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Island County
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King County
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Klickitat County
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Lewis County
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Mason County

35,000

40,000

45,000

50,000

55,000

60,000

65,000

70,000

199
0

199
1

199
2

199
3

199
4

199
5

199
6

199
7

199
8

199
9

200
0

200
1

200
2

200
3

200
4

200
5

200
6

200
7

200
8

200
9

201
0

Census/Est.

Medium

High

Low

Okanogan County

30,000

32,000

34,000

36,000

38,000

40,000

42,000

44,000

46,000

48,000

50,000

199
0

199
1

199
2

199
3

199
4

199
5

199
6

199
7

199
8

199
9

200
0

200
1

200
2

200
3

200
4

200
5

200
6

200
7

200
8

200
9

201
0

Census/Est.

Medium

High

Low

Tracking the 2002 GMA Projections 



OFM Forecasting Division, July 2006 15

Pacific County
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Pierce County
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Skagit County
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Snohomish County
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Stevens County
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Yakima County
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